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boundaries the circuit of the district would have been about
290 miles measured direct, or upwards of 300 miles by road
distance.

7.    AHICHHATRA*

From Govisana Hwen Thsang proceeded to the south-east
400 K, or 66 miles, to Ahi-chi-ta-lo or Ahichhaira.1 This once
famous place still preserves its ancient name as Ahickhtir,
although it has been deserted ior many centuries. Its history
reaches back to B. c. 1430, at which time it was the capital of
northern Pftnchfija. The name is written Ahikshdra, as well
as Ahi-chhatta9 but the local legend of Adi -Raja and the Naga,
who formed a canopy over his head when asleep, shows that
the latter is the correct form. This grand old fort is said to
have been built by "Raja Adi, an Ahir, whose future elevation
to sovereignty was foretold by Drona, when he found him
sleeping under the guardianship of a serpent with expanded
hood. The place is mentioned by Ptolemy as Adtoa6fat which
proves that the legend attached to the name of Adi is at least
as old as the beginning of the Christian era. The fort is also
called Adikot, but the more common name is Ahichhair.

According to the 'MaMbharata,1 the great kingdom of
P&nch&a extended from the Himalaya mountains to the
Chambal river. The capital of north of P&nch&a or Rohil-
khand, was Ahi-chhatra, and that of south Pfyich&la, or the
Central Gangetic Doab, was K&mptiya, now KimpU, on the
old Ganges between Bcdaon and Farokhabad. Just before
the great war, or about 1430 B.C., the king of Pdnchtila,
named Drupada, was conquered by Drona, the preceptor of
the five Pandus. Drona retained north P&nckfita for himself,
but restored the southern half of the kingdom to Dwpada*
According to this account, the name of Aki-chhafr*, and
consequently also the legend of Adi Raja and the serpent, are
many centuries anterior to the rise of Buddhism.

1.   JmHen's 'Hicraen Xhsaog,' ii. 234.   See tfap No. X.